
WAKE presents....Thursday, May 15th, 2008

Bellingham Library                          Doors open at 7:00 p.m.                       Meeting starts 7:30 p.m.

 Presidentôs Message
 by Dawn Groves
 
    WAKEôs busiest season is well 

underway. Our Demo Day 
was a great time, despite cold 
temperature and wet air. Every 
year we seem to be a little more 
organized and a little more 
professional. Thank goodness for 
the extraordinary crew of team 
leaders and volunteers. I would 

have liked more visitors browsing the beach but thereôs 
nothing one can do about the weather. 
 Special commendation goes to the on-water 
performers, Tom and Marianne Banks, Pat Peacock, 
Dan Moos, Dave Harris, Mark and Cathy Miller, as 
well as Brandon and Heather Nelson. They put on a 
great, educational show. Thanks to Chris Mitchell for 
narrating the rescue demos. Iôd also like to comment 
on John Calvin in charge of the beach area. He was 
absolutely superb keeping up with the vendorôs needs, 
helping people ýnd kayaks that would suit them, and 
making sure that volunteers were well placed. Then there 
was Tara McDonald who spent the day deep into the 
treasury, handling countless ýnancial transactions, never 
shortchanging anyone and managing to stay sane the entire 
time. And who can forget Kathleen Murphy who held down 
the cold information tent where visitors got the lay of the 
land? Kathleen froze her little tush off, standing outside 
there, making sure that volunteers were well informed and 

ready to give assistance where necessary. Plus, she made 
certain that the pizza was delivered on time. Nice work, 
Kathleen. Last but not least, there was Ed Alm who took 
care of the gear swap, the used boat area, the pfd crisis, 
and wondered aloud at why we had to vacate the pavilion 
at 12:30 when by 1:30 the next set of renters still hadnôt 
shown up. We all wondered that too, Ed. Everyone did 
an outstanding jobétoo many to mention by name. The 
generosity with set up and take down, the good natured 
humor despite cold conditions, and the energy and 
engagement with the vendors made the day memorable and 
truly fun. Thank you all. 
 Up next on the docket, the June Lake Padden 
Symposium. Weôre adding classes this year, reducing class 
size and increasing options. Itôll be the best symposium yet.
But ýrst, a good long nap.  
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Chris Mitchell is our featured speaker for May. Chris is a BCU (British Canoe Union) Coach Level 4-

Sea, a senior ACA (American Canoe Association) trainer, and owns Secondwind Sports. An engaging 

presenter, Chris will be discussing kayak trip leadership and safety. If youôve ever wanted to lead a 

group of friends out on a paddling expedition, this is a meeting you should attend. 

WAKE ANNUAL SEA KAYAK SYMPOSIUM
The annual WAKE Paddling Symposium will be held at 
the Lake Padden swimming area on Saturday June 21st, 
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. This special event offers superior 
instruction for beginning to intermediate sea kayakers. 
On-water teaching will include introduction to kayaking, 
the forward stroke, boat control, rescue and re-entry, 
rolling, and much more. Bring something to share for 
a potluck lunch. Weõll have several classes for you to 
choose from. More information in the June newsletter. 
For now, save the date. The symposium is a really 
great experience. Participants must supply their own 
kayaks and equipment. You must be a WAKE member to 
participate.
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Notice
May Meeting Date and Day is 

Changed
The May WAKE meeting will be held on 

Thursday, May 15th 
instead of our usual third Tuesday of the 
month. At this meeting, Chris Mitchell 
will be speaking about trip leading and 
safety so itôs a talk you wonôt want to 
miss. 

The June 17th meeting will feature 
Wayne Horodowich speaking on 
rough water kayaking.

Deception Pass Currents
Instructor: Chris Mitchell
Saturday, June 28, 2008 Deception Pass
Limited to 5 students, $70 each.
Helmets required.
Add your name to the waitlng list.

Saltwater Capsize Recoveries & Rescues
Instructor:  Wayne Horodowich
Saturday, August 23. 2008 Bowman Bay 
9:00 AM- 4:00 PM 
Class limited to 6 Students, $100.00
One space available.

For more information and to register, 
contact WAKE Registrar,
kathleen@wakekayak.org

Rolling with Dubside  
Instructor: Dubside
Saturday, July 26, 2008 Lake Padden
Improve your roll with advice from the Master. $30 
One space isavailable for the intermediate/
advanced students in Rolling Workshop. 

Surþng at Hobuck Beach 
Instructor: Chris Mitchell
Sunday, July 13, 2008 Hobuck Beach
Learn how to surf in the dynamic waters of 
Hobuck Beach. Helmets required.
Add your name to the waitlng list. 

I encourage interested paddlers to contact 
me and add their names to waiting lists,  
cancellations do happen.  It will also give me 
an idea of what to schedule for next year!
Kathleen, WAKE Registrar

Upcoming Classes
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WAKE Demo Day & Swap Meet!  
2008     
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