
WAKE presents....Tuesday, May 17th, 2008

Bellingham Library                          Doors open at 7:00 p.m.                       Meeting starts 7:30 p.m.

 Presidentôs Message
 by Dawn Groves

  June is a big month for WAKE so 
letôs jump right into it.

 First, letôs talk about the Lake 
Padden Symposium on June 
21st , 9 AM to 3 PMish. (Free to 
WAKE Members.)  As you know, 
WAKE has been re-emphasizing 
the importance of safe kayaking 
practices and the work that Gene 

Davis and Mac Carter have done with the Safety Committee 
is a powerful testament to our interest. Gene has further 
suggested, and the board concurs,  that the symposium could 
be safer and better with a certain amount of restructuring. 
First, we are limiting class sizes to keep the instructor/
student ratio way down.  There will be plenty of classes 
to choose from but they will all be ýrst-come-ýrst-serve 
with enrollment caps of 5 or 6. Rolling will be capped at 
3 students per instructor. Perhaps most important, we are 
requiring symposium participants to know how to wet exit a 
kayak. All registrants will be asked about wet exits.  If they 
havenôt done it before, we have instructors ready to help 
them through the experience. Anyone participating in an on-
water class must have done a wet exit at some time. Folks 
who have never wet exited and who donôt want to do it ýrst 
thing in the morning can funnel into Jimôs ñIntroduction to 
Kayakingò class. Itôs a perfect start for raw beginners.
Now letôs talk about something else. The country is doing 
it and WAKE needs to do it: itôs time to start thinking about 
a new president. Iôve be president for two years and Iôve 

thoroughly enjoyed it -- well most of it -- but in December 
Iôm stepping down and we need someone to grab the baton. 
Our current board is quite active but none are able to take 
on the role. Itôs not that they donôt want to do it; itôs just that 
they are satisýed with the positions they currently hold and 
they donôt have the time for more. Now that Hilary Clinton 
is no longer running for the Democratic candidate, I thought 
of asking her. Assuming she isnôt interested, weôre opening 
it up to the membership. The board needs new blood. 
The presidency is a busy position but also a marvelous 
platform and a very satisfying experience. There are plenty 
of emotional perks. People are genuinely appreciative. Iôll 
remain on the board to help shepherd the new leader. And 
just think, without me in front, WAKE visitors will no longer 
need to fear introducing themselves. 
One more thing: please join us at the last meeting of the 
season. Our featured speaker, Wayne Horodowich, is a real 
coup for the club. He deserves a strong, interested audience.  
Wayne is a straight-talking trainer who speaks to all levels 
of kayakers. Guaranteed, youôll leave the meeting with 
something to think about and something to apply right away.  
Itôs the perfect launch into a strong paddling summer.
See you in the fall!
Dawn
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Join WAKE as we welcome Wayne Horodowich, founder of the University of Sea Kayaking. Wayne will be 

talking about rough water kayaking skills, a precursor to the training heôll offer WAKE members later in the 

summer. Wayne taught at UC Santa Barbara for 29 years, specializing in surf training. He is a compelling 

leader in the ýeld and well worth hearing. Please join us. 
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Notice
The June 17th meeting will feature Wayne Horodowich 
speaking on rough water kayaking. 

This will be  the last WAKE meeting until September 19th.
Check the listserv for news throughout the summer and 
check the paddle schedule on the website for updates.

Deception Pass Currents
Instructor: Chris Mitchell
Saturday, June 28, 2008 Deception Pass
Limited to 5 students, $70 each.
Helmets required. One space available.

Saltwater Capsize Recoveries & Rescues
Instructor:  Wayne Horodowich
Saturday, August 23. 2008 Bowman Bay 
9:00 AM- 4:00 PM 
Class limited to 6 Students, $100.00
Add your name to the waitlng list. 

For more information and to register, 
contact WAKE Registrar,
kathleen@wakekayak.org

Rolling with Dubside  
Instructor: Dubside
Saturday, July 26, 2008 Lake Padden
Improve your roll with advice from the Master. $30 
One space available for an intermediate/
advanced student 

Surþng at Hobuck Beach 
Instructor: Chris Mitchell
Sunday, July 13, 2008 Hobuck Beach
Learn how to surf in the dynamic waters of 
Hobuck Beach. Helmets required.
Add your name to the waitlng list. 

I encourage interested paddlers to contact 
me and add their names to waiting lists,  
cancellations do happen.  It will also give me an 
idea of what to schedule for next year!
Kathleen, WAKE Registrar

Upcoming Classes
Back by popular demand: 
Navigation Class    
Instructor: Ed Alm This is a repeat of his 
well received Kayak Navigation class.  The 
classroom segment is on Wednesday, 
June 18 from 7:00-9:00 PM at Backcountry 
Essentials in downtown Bellingham. There
will be a navigation practice paddle on 
Sunday afternoon, June 22.
Pre-registration is required
kathleen@wakekayak.org

The 3rd (free) òSafe Kayakingó seminar 
will be conducted at REI on JUNE 16 at 6:00pm. 
This is an excellent overview of what someone 
might want to know in order to kayak safely in 
the Puget Sound area.

Chris Mitchell is offering drop-in skills sessions 
for WAKE members on Thursday evenings from 
5-7 at Bloedel Donovan Park boat launch (Lake 
Whatcom). Sessions will include ÿat water 
skill activities for people that have already had 
some basic training. Participants will improve 
on basic learning and correct bad habits. Topics 
will include strokes, maneuvers, rescues and 
recoveries depending on group interest. 
Cost is $20 per person.



Before the Race
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Wakers Do Ski to Sea  2008
photos by Harris & Moos




